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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 H-01 EB-08 SS-15 SP-02 /039 W 

083594 230348Z/14 

R230310ZMAY78 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5605 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
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STAmSIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSMAN WOLFF'S PROPOSAL FOR ASIAN 
PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATION 

REF: A) SINGAPORE 2190, B) STATE 128734 

1 . IT IS CLEAR FROM REFTEL B THAT DEPARTMENT'S INFOR- 
MATION CONCERNING CONGRESSMAN WOLEF'S PROPOSAL FOR AN 
ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATION IS MORE EXTENSIVE AND 
RECENT THAN EMBASSY WELLINGTON'S. WELLINGTON CAN ADD 
ONLY THAT INQUIRY BY NEW ZEALAND DEPUTY HIGH COMM- 
ISSIONER IN SINGAPORE (REPORTED REFTEL A) WAS APPARENTLY 
THE RESULT OF A QUERY TO THE MFA MADE BY SINGAPORE 
HIGH COMMISSION HERE IN WELLINGTON. 

2. SINGAPORE HIGH COMMISSION'S FIRST SECRETARY 
ADVISED EMBOFF THAT THE HIGH COMMISSION RECEIVED A 
MESSAGE FROM THE GOS MINISTER OE EOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO WHICH INFORMED THEM OE A CONVER- 
SATION BETWEEN THE MINISTER AND CONGRESSMAN WOLEF IN 
SINGAPORE LAST JANUARY. THE GOS MESSAGE REPORTED THAT 
CONGRESSMAN WOLFE BROUGHT UP THE SUBJECT OF AN ASIAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 WELLIN 02703 230340Z 

PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATION AND INFORMED THE MINISTER 
THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO APPROACH CONGRESS FOR THE 
NECESSARY $1 - $2 MILLION REQUIRED FOR THE ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE SET-UP OP THE ORGANIZATION. ACCORDING TO THE 
SINGAPORE FIRST SECRETARY, WOLEF FURTHER INFORMED THE 
MINISTER THAT ANY INITIATIVE POR THE ORGANIZATION 
SET-UP WOULD HAVE TO COME FROM THE ASIAN COUNTRIES 
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RATHER THAN FROM WASHINGTON. 

3. APPARENTLY ARMED ONLY WITH THE INFORMATION THAT: 

A) WOLFF IS INTERESTED IN THE FORMATION OF THE ORGANI- 
ZATION, AND B) HE WOULD BE WILLING TO WORK FOR USG 
FINANCING, THE SINGAPORE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ASKED ITS HIGH COMMISSIONERS IN WELLINGTON AND CANBERRA 
(AND PERHAPS ELSEWHERE) TO SURVEY THE INTEREST OF THEIR 
HOST COUNTRIES. THE RESPONSE OF THE GNZ TO DATE HAS 
BEEN MERELY AN EXPRESSION OF INTEREST, AS WELL AS 
ADDITIONAL INQUIRIES INTO WHICH COUNTRIES, IF ANY, 

WOULD BE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ORGANIZATION'S 
FINANCING. HEALY 
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